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Basketball Northern Ireland Ltd 

I Governance 

 

1. JURISDICTION 
 
The governance arrangements, rules and regulations set out in this document 
are consistent with Basketball Northern Ireland’s (BNI) Articles of Association 
and are designed in accordance with the rules and regulations of Basketball 
Ireland.  
 
The BNI Handbook applies to all registered / affiliated clubs and all BNI leagues 
& competitions.  
 
Additional information on BNI policies can be found on the BNI website, which 
supplement this Handbook (eg. Codes of Conduct).  By registering as an 
affiliated club, members must fully comply with all BNI governance, rules & 
regulations and policies.  

 
2. DESIGNATION 

 
The name of the association shall be Basketball Northern Ireland Limited (the 
“Company"), formally Ulster Basketball Association.  All rights to the former 
name are retained.  Anyone wishing to use either must have permission in writing 
from the Company. 
 
The Company is subject to the Articles, Memorandum, Rules and Regulations of 
Basketball Ireland. 
 
The Company has a responsibility to generate and manage the finances that 
enable it to exist as an organisation. 
 
While recognising the geographical limitations imposed on both organisations, it 
is the intention of Basketball Ireland to provide financial assistance to the 
Company as would be equal to other Basketball Ireland Area Boards. 
 
The Company shall be responsible for the administration and control of 
basketball within its jurisdiction and shall have power to take appropriate 
disciplinary action against any club, officer, official, and member under its 
jurisdiction. 

 
3. FUNCTIONS 

 
The Company is charged with all development work / initiatives for the area 
covered by the Basketball Northern Ireland Leagues and Competitions.  Their 
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functions are to promote, encourage and regulate the playing of basketball in 
Northern Ireland.  
 
At all times the Company will have the responsibility for coordinating the 
financial aspects of the organisation including dealing with all agencies involved, 
in particular Sport Northern Ireland. 

 
4. STATUS 

 
The Company shall be affiliated to the IBA Limited trading as Basketball Ireland. 

 
5. STRUCTURE OF THE BNI BOARD 

 
The Company shall be comprised of the following members, (hereafter referred 
to as the Board), who shall be appointed by the membership of Basketball 
Northern Ireland for a period.  Names of Officers will be notified to members 
each year at The Annual General Meeting: 

• Chairperson 
• Vice Chairperson  
• Honorary Secretary 
• Honorary Treasurer 
• Safeguarding Officer 
• Governance Officer 

 
The following Board members are appointed as stated below:  

• Competitions and Leagues Chairperson  
• Technical Officials Representative  
• Club Development Officer 
• Academies Officer 
• Co-option members (at discretion of the Board) 

 
Positions can be doubled up, if individuals are willing to take on a dual role.  

 
6. DUTIES OF OFFICERS 

 
6.1 The Company’s Terms of Reference 

 
• Identify priorities / requirements for BNI; 
• Identify financial requirements of BNI and seek to secure some 

alternative funding; 
• Liaise and inform Basketball Ireland where and when appropriate 
• Recruit and train, coaches, officials, volunteers; 
• Oversee development programme; 
• Co-ordinate regional, national and international competitions; 
• Provide framework of Regional Development Squads / TeamNI; 
• Promote and develop local basketball; 
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• Deliver regional participation, club development programmes; 
• Members of the Board will also be available to sit on disciplinary and 

appeals panels. 
 
No club may be represented by a member of the Board.  Board members 
must be impartial and represent the views of all the members of BNI. 
 

6.2 Chairperson  
 
The Chairperson will be responsible for the overall effective running of the 
Board, most notably in developing a clear vision and strategy for Basketball 
NI, the implementation of that strategy, and the delegation of duties to other 
Board Members as appropriate.  The Chairperson will chair each meeting, 
and will represent the Company at public functions. 
 
The Chairperson will be the primary arbitrator in the event of disagreement 
among Board members.  The Chairperson will be the official point of contact 
with Basketball Ireland and other Area Boards on policy issues. 
 

6.3 Vice Chairperson  
 
The Vice Chairperson will be responsible for supporting the Chair in the 
overall running of the Board, and act with delegated authority in the absence 
of the Chairperson.  The Vice Chairperson will chair meetings and represent 
the Company at public functions when the Chairperson is unavailable. 
 
In the absence of the Vice Chairperson the Secretary will take responsibility. 
 

6.4 Honorary Secretary  
 
The Honorary Secretary will be responsible for all correspondence to and 
from the Board, with the exception of matters directly related to other 
member’s functions eg. matters related to the running of leagues, 
tournaments, etc.   
 
The Secretary will support the Chairperson by drafting an agenda for each 
meeting, to be approved by the Chair, be responsible for the preparation of 
any paperwork, the logistics and taking minutes of all meetings.  The 
Secretary is responsible for the general administration of the Board.  The 
Secretary acts as liaison to the Complaints and Appeals Committees. 
 

6.5 Honorary Treasurer  
 
It is the primary responsibility of the Honorary Treasurer to oversee all the 
financial affairs of the Board, including the collection of fees and fines owed 
by Clubs, the payment of all invoices due, and bringing matters with financial 
implications to the attention of the Board.  The Treasurer shall maintain a 
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record of all monies received and expended by the Board, lodge all monies 
received on behalf of the Board, and submit a Financial Report in the form of 
management accounts to the Board Officers each meeting and at the Annual 
General Meeting.  The Treasurer is required to produce a mandatory Annual 
Financial Statement of account for Board approval. 
 

6.6 Safeguarding Officer 
 
The Safeguarding Officer is responsible for the development, implementation 
and promotion of the Company’s Safeguarding Policy and Procedures. 
 
The Safeguarding Officer will act as the main contact within the Company for 
the protection of children and vulnerable adults, communicate with 
members on issues of safeguarding best practice, and maintain confidential 
records of reported cases and action taken and liaise with the statutory 
agencies and ensure they have access to all necessary information.  

 
6.7 Governance Officer 

 
On behalf of the Board, the Governance Officer will be responsible for all 
matters pertaining to the good governance of BNI, including the BNI 
Handbook, and oversight of compliance with BNI’s duties with regard to 
Companies House, Charities Commission, and other regulatory bodies in 
relation to matters concerning governance. 

 
7. DUTIES OF OTHER BOARD MEMBERS 

 
The main duties of each officer are described below. 
 
7.1 Club Development Officer 

 
The Club Development Officer will be accountable to the Board for the 
overall development of clubs within the NI Area Board. 
 

7.2 Technical Officials’ Representative 
 
The Technical Officials’ Representative will be appointed by the Officials 
Committee and is accountable to the Board for the management of matters 
related to officiating.  This includes referees, table officials and 
commissioners. 

 
7.3 Leagues & Competitions Committee Chairperson 

 
The League & Competitions Committee Chairperson will be responsible for 
all matters pertaining to BNI Competitions.  The Committee Chair will be 
appointed by, and accountable to, the main Board, leading a sub-committee 
to deal will all relevant Competitions matters. 
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7.4 Academies Officer 
 
The Academies Officer will be accountable to the Board for all matters 
pertaining to the organisation and management of the regional development 
squads and TeamNI. 
 

7.5 Honorary President(s) 
 
Honorary President(s) of the Company may be conferred on persons whose 
exemplary service and dedication to basketball in Northern Ireland over 
many years warrant particular recognition.  Nominations shall be proposed 
at the Board Meeting prior to the AGM, and notice of such nominations shall 
appear on the agenda of the AGM for ratification.  The Honorary President(s) 
shall be elected for a three year term of office, with eligibility for re-election 
for a second term.  The Honorary President role is limited to a maximum of 
two individuals (one male and one female). 
 
Honorary Presidents can be invited to represent Basketball NI at key events 
but will hold no executive decision-making powers, nor will they be 
registered Directors of the Company, nor hold any voting rights.  Honorary 
President(s) may attend Board Meetings (optional) and in doing so be bound 
by the Directors Code of Conduct. 
 

8. MEMBERSHIP 
 
Membership is confined to affiliated clubs whose home courts are in the Northern 
Ireland area, except in cases where exemption has been granted by the members 
and the Board.  BNI reserves the power to refuse or revoke the membership of any 
club or individual. 
 

9. AFFILIATION / REGISTRATION  
 
As of 12 September 2025, this section has been moved to Clause 2 of the 
“General League and Competition Rules”. 

 
10. INSURANCE 

 
• Every registered club has to have in place Public Liability Insurance of at 

least £1 million including where appropriate, Property Owners Insurance 
providing insurance cover in respect of all club activities. 

• A copy of this insurance has to accompany all club registrations. 
• In addition, where a club engages a person under a contract of service or 

apprenticeship, the club must have in force an appropriate Employers 
Liability Policy. 

• No club or grouping shall be granted membership where they fail to 
comply with the above. 
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• Where a club / group are already registered as members but 
subsequently allow the insurance to lapse or discontinue, they are liable 
to be expelled and have their registration revoked at the discretion of the 
Board. 

 
 

11. ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

• A Club is only considered to be present at the meeting if that Club's 
representative has signed the attendance book on entry and remains for 
the duration of the meeting. 

• The signing delegate is considered to be the spokesperson and the 
person eligible to vote on behalf of the club at that meeting.  Permission 
to speak must be requested by raising one's hand, and only those 
speaking through the Chair will be heard.  Other attendees at meetings 
may participate only when invited to do so by the Chairperson of the 
meeting. 

• Single team clubs fulfilling a league fixture on the day of the AGM should 
inform the BNI Secretary prior to the meeting that their representative 
cannot attend the meeting.  Failure to comply will result in a fine of £25.  
Failure to pay this fine within 30 days from the date of the meeting will 
result in a further fine of £15.  

• No person shall be entitled to vote in more than one capacity.  The 
business of the Annual General Meeting will be in accordance with 
Articles of Association.  

• 14 days’ notice of the Annual General Meeting must be given.  Special 
General Meetings of the Board shall be called in accordance with Articles 
of Association.  

• No amendments to the Articles will be taken except at the Annual 
General Meeting, or Special General Meeting.  In exceptional 
circumstances the Board may make amendments.  These must be 
ratified at the next AGM. 

• All proposals and amendments to the Articles must be received by the 
Secretary not less than 21 days in advance of the AGM.  

• Resolutions and nominations for vacant posts on the Board shall be 
accepted no less than 21 days in advance of the Annual General Meeting.  

• In the event of no nomination being received for any position, the Board 
shall be entitled to co-opt a person of their choice to fill the vacancy, in 
accordance with the Articles of Association.  

• Should a member of the Board resign during the year, the Board shall 
have the power to co-opt a replacement, in accordance with the Articles 
of Association.  
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12. FINANCE 
 

• All matters of finance shall be in line with the finance policy of the 
Company and the highest standards of good practice.  All financial 
transactions must comply with current financial delegations. 

• The Board will appoint signatories on the company account. 
• Payments from the company account must be signed by two members of 

the Board, one of whom must be an Officer. 
• All matters of finance shall be left to the discretion of the Board. 
• The financial year of The Board shall be from 1 April - 31 March of each 

year. 
• The Board shall for all intents and purposes be the legal owners of all 

trophies, monies and properties of Basketball NI and shall deal with 
same according to the discretion of the Board. 

• All funds of the Company shall be lodged at a bank or other financial 
institution as shall be decided by the Board. 

• Ex-gratia payments, as agreed by the Board, may be paid each year to all 
Officers of the Board. 

• All members of the Board are entitled to claim for expenses incurred (with 
receipt) in the course of their Board duties. 

• In the event of a Club going out of existence owing money to the Board, 
the registered members of that team will be required to pay up to a 
maximum of one-sixth each of the debt due before being allowed to re-
register with the Board. 

 
13. THE LEAGUES & COMPETITIONS COMMITTEE 

 
The BNI Board shall appoint the Leagues & Competitions Chairperson, who 
along with the Board will be entitled to nominate other members to sit on the 
committee until the next Annual General Meeting.   These nominee 
appointments are subject to formal approval by the Board. 
 
The Committee shall sit from one Annual General Meeting to the next, unless 
earlier disbanded by the Board.  The Committee shall sit at least three times a 
year and a quorum shall be 50% of membership plus one. 
 
The purpose of the Committee shall be: 

• drafting an annual budget for their work, for approval by the Board. 
• administering and organising all BNI Club League Fixtures and 

Competitions. 
• holding and updating Registered Players' information. 
• drafting and reviewing the rules, including eligibility rules for BNI 

competitions, for consideration by the NABC Representative and subject 
to Board approval. 

• developing and monitoring of yearly operational plans for approval by The 
Board. 
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• reporting to the Board as required, and at least on a quarterly basis. 
 

The Committee shall have power to administer the day to day running of BNI 
leagues and competitions within the annual budget and operational plans 
approved by the Board.  In all other respects it shall act in an advisory capacity 
only to the Board, and shall not incur any liability or enter into any contract on 
behalf of the Company without prior approval of the Board.  The Committee will 
include senior and junior league convenors and registrar(s). 
 
SENIOR LEAGUE CONVENOR(S) 
The role of the Senior League Convenor(s) will be to set up and administer the 
day-to-day running of all senior leagues within the Board's jurisdiction.  The 
Senior League Convenor will be responsible for running all League and Cup / 
Playoff competitions.  The Senior League Convenor's other duties will include 
the recording of all League and Cup/Playoff results, the production of all league 
tables, and provision of Trophies for league and Cup / Playoff awards. 
 
REGISTRAR(S) 
The Registrar(s) shall record and control the registration of all players 
participating in competition under the control of the BNI Area Board.  The 
Registrar(s) will be responsible for Club Affiliation.  The Registrar(s) is 
responsible for the registering of all clubs, players, coaches, officials and 
volunteers.  The Registrar(s) works in conjunction with the League Convenors in 
the sanctioning and recording of all transfers.  The Registrar(s) will work in 
conjunction with the Treasurer and will take responsibility for the financial 
aspects of registration. 
 
JUNIOR LEAGUE CONVENOR(S) 
The Junior League Convenor(s) will act as the first point of contact for Clubs in 
relation to their Junior teams and will ensure that any issues surrounding 
underage basketball are adequately communicated to the Board.  The Junior 
League Convenor, with the support of the Board, will help to develop initiatives 
to further promote underage basketball within the Board's region. 
 

14. THE COACH DEVELOPMENT & HIGH-PERFORMANCE COMMITTEE 
 
The Academies Officer, as appointed by the Board, shall be the Chairperson of 
this Committee and shall be entitled to nominate up to six other members to sit 
on the committee until the next Annual General Meeting, these other members 
to be formally approved and appointed by the Board. 
 
The Committee shall sit from one Annual General Meeting to the next, unless 
disbanded earlier by the Board.  The Committee shall sit at least three times a 
year, and a quorum shall be 50% of membership plus one. 
 
The purpose of the Committee shall be: 

• setting annual budgets for approval by the Board. 



 

12 

 

• development and monitoring of yearly Operational Plans for approval by 
the Board. 

• striking annual rates for coaching services for approval by the Board. 
• setting annual course charges for approval by the Board. 
• organising and delivering coach education courses and seminars within 

budgets approved by the Board. 
• holding and updating a Coach Register, including details of qualifications, 

and identifying any shortfalls, training or improvements needed. 
• drafting, monitoring and reviewing a Coaching Development Plan for 

approval by the Board. 
• providing advice and guidance to BNI Coaches. 
• providing courses and seminars to educate and improve standards of 

coaching within budgets approved by The Board. 
• providing continuous professional development opportunities to 

registered coaches within budgets approved by the Board. 
• appointing coaches for all regional development squads and TeamNI 

squads, and drafting selection procedures and policies for such selection 
for approval by the Board. 

• ensuring that all coaches hold appropriate coaching / safeguarding 
qualifications.  All coaches must also have a valid BNI AccessNI 
certificate. 

• reporting to the Board as required, and at least on a quarterly basis. 
 

The Committee shall have the authority to administer the day to day running of 
BNI coaching development within the approved annual budget, the Coaching 
Development Plan and operational plans approved by the Board.  In all other 
respects it shall act in an advisory capacity only to the Board, and shall not incur 
any liability or enter into any contract on behalf of the Company without prior 
approval by the Board. 
 

15. THE CLUB DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 
The Club Development Officer, as appointed by the Board, shall be the 
Chairperson of this committee who shall be entitled to nominate up to six other 
members to sit on the committee until the next Annual General Meeting, these 
other members to be formally approved and appointed by the Board. 
 
The Committee shall sit from one Annual General Meeting to the next unless 
disbanded earlier by the Board.  The Committee shall sit at least three times a 
year, and a quorum shall be 50% of membership plus one. 
 
The purpose of the Committee shall be: 

• setting annual budgets for approval by the Board. 
• development and monitoring of yearly Operational Plans for approval by 

the Board. 
• drafting and reviewing a Club Development Plan for the Board’s approval. 
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• providing advice and guidance to BNI Clubs. 
• overseeing, implementing and reviewing any Club accreditation scheme 

being run by BNI, within budgets approved by the Board. 
• providing courses and seminars to educate and improve standards of 

Club administration within budgets agreed with the Board. 
• reporting as required to the Board, and at least on a quarterly basis. 

 
The Committee shall have the authority to administer the day to day running of 
BNI Club development within the approved annual budget, the Club 
Development Plan, and operational plans approved by the Board.  In all other 
respects it shall act in an advisory capacity only to the Board, and shall not incur 
any liability or enter into any contract on behalf of the Company without prior 
approval of the Board. 

 
16. GENERAL 

 
In the case of any matter which may arise and is not covered by the existing 
Constitution or Bye Laws, the Board shall have the power to decide the matter 
and to suspend and / or fine any Club, team or player as it shall see fit. 
 
The Board shall have the power to amend or introduce additional rules if it 
deems it necessary, such rules to have effect only until the next AGM. 
 
The Board shall have the power to suspend and / or fine any Club, team or player 
that does not comply with any decision or motion passed by the Board, always 
accepting that there is a right to Appeal through the relevant procedure. 
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Basketball Northern Ireland Ltd 

II General League and Competition Rules 

“The Rules” 

 

1. Introduction 
 

Basketball Northern Ireland Limited (“BNI”) aims to help as many people as possible 
to participate in basketball and enjoy the experience.  A common set of rules sets 
clear expectations and creates the environment that will enable games to happen in 
a suitable but safe competitive situation. 

Clubs and individuals registering with BNI do so on the clear understanding that they 
are agreeing to accept and abide by all the rules, regulations, policies, procedures 
and decisions laid down by the Board and those of Basketball Ireland (“BI”).  In any 
dispute the League and Competitions Committee will be asked to adjudicate. 

The Board has the right to restrict entry of any club or individual without question.  
They shall also reserve the right to restrict the entry of any club or member to any 
venue being used by or on behalf of the Board, without question. 

These rules apply to all BNI senior and junior competitions, except where explicitly 
stated. 

 
2. Affiliation / Registration 

 
2.1 All affiliation and registration fees shall be fixed each year by the Board. 

2.2 Currently Clubs must declare which leagues they wish to play under through 
the Board on or before 31 August each year. 

2.3 Fees for Club registration must be paid to the Board by 1 October in the year of 
competition. 

2.4 A player who does not have a valid BIPIN after registration with Basketball 
Ireland is ineligible to participate in any game under the authority of 
Basketball Northern Ireland.  The penalty for playing an ineligible player will be 
a game forfeit. 

2.5 Proof of age may be required, and this may be given in the form of a Birth 
Certificate/Passport or alternatively a letter from the registering player's 
school confirming their date of birth. 

2.6 All players must first be registered with both BNI and BI in order to be eligible 
to play in competitions. 
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2.7 Clubs failing to pay monies due to BNI by the date due will be liable to a fine 
and suspension and if suspended will not be reinstated until the amount due 
has been paid in full. 

2.8 Players may not play for more than one team in a Competition per season 
except as allowed herein. 

2.9 Teams geographically located outside the Board’s boundary are welcome to 
apply to participate in BNI leagues and competitions.  Any such team wishing 
to participate must first complete a National Area Board Link Agreement Form 
giving the club permission to play in the (BNl Area) Board's Competition.  All 
applications from such teams must be accompanied with a payment of £100 
per team, repayable after their first league game. 

2.10 Any club with members under the age of 18 must have a designated 
Safeguarding Officer who must have the necessary Designated Safeguarding 
Officer training, with evidence of training submitted to the BNI Safeguarding 
Officer prior to commencement of each season.  Failure to comply will result 
in BNI membership being refused or revoked. 

2.11 All clubs must have a constitution (a copy of which is presented at 
registration) that recognises BNI as the relevant authority and indicates that it 
will abide by the rules and policies set by BNI. 

2.12 All clubs must meet BNI’s minimum requirements for qualified and registered 
members.  Currently each club must have at least one qualified and registered 
coach, one qualified and registered referee, an additional qualified referee or 
one undergoing qualification, and two qualified and registered coach table 
officials as a condition of membership of BNI.  New clubs will be given a 
discretionary period to have time to get referees and table officials qualified. 

2.13 Affiliation from teams who have failed to honour their financial commitments 
in the previous season will not be accepted for the current season until all 
outstanding monies are received. 

 
3. Starring of Players 

 
To maintain the amateur ethos of all BNI leagues and competitions and to ensure 
fair play the following rules will apply: 

3.1 Any player receiving any form of remuneration or benefit in kind for the 
purposes of playing basketball is not allowed to play in the BNI local leagues 
and competitions. 

3.1.1 This rule does not apply to those unpaid players on an academic 
scholarship. 
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3.2 Any unpaid player with a National or Super League licence may only play in 
the BNI Premier League and Cup, and not in lower divisions and associated 
competitions. An exception will apply to: 

3.2.1 players under the age of 23 before the first day of the season, 

3.2.2 and to those players on a ‘Structured Link Agreement’ where their 
home club does not have a team entered in the BNI Premier League. 
 

3.3 Clubs with senior teams in 2 or more divisions of the BNI leagues will provide 
the Registrar at the start of the season a list of 7 ‘starred’ players for each 
team in the higher division.  These 7 players may not play for their club’s 
team(s) in the lower league divisions and associated competitions.  If no such 
list is provided all players on the scoresheet in the first league game of the 
season in the higher division will be considered ‘starred’ and thus not 
permitted to play for their club’s team in the lower division in that season. 

3.4 Non-starred players in senior teams are only permitted to ‘play down’ in one 
division, e.g. non-starred players who have played in the current season for a 
Men’s Premier League team cannot play for their club’s team in Division 2 or 
Division 3. 

3.5 Clubs with more than one senior team in the same division must supply 
separate lists of all players for each team and they cannot switch across 
teams in the season.  The list of players must be submitted to the Registrar at 
the start of the season. 

3.6 The League Convenor has the right to amend the ‘starred’ status of any player 
upon evidence of the rule being abused.  Clubs may apply to have a player’s 
‘starred’ status changed due to changes in circumstances.  All modifications 
will be reviewed, and approval is at the discretion of the Leagues and 
Competitions Committee.  A player's status remains unchanged during the 
application or modification, either during normal process or appeals, until 
approval for modification has been given. 

3.7 A player in breach of the ‘starring’ rules will be deemed an illegal player, ie. a 
player that is not eligible to play in a particular game in that particular 
competition.  If a player’s eligibility to play is queried and cannot be resolved 
before tip-off, the officials will permit their participation subject to later 
scrutiny by the League and Competitions Committee.  The penalty for playing 
an illegal player will be a game forfeit. 

 
4. Transfers (New BI Transfer Rules June 2025) 

 
4.1 All transfers at Area Board level must firstly be completed in accordance with 

the Regulations and Byelaws of Basketball Ireland, Article 10 - Transfers 
Within Basketball Ireland. 
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4.2 All players wishing to transfer at club level must complete the Basketball 
Ireland Transfer Form regardless of age. 

4.3 In order to comply with the transfer date deadline, players requesting a 
transfer must have completed the first section of the transfer form, signed by 
the player (parent/guardian if U18), completed by both departing club (unless 
Rule 5 applies) and receiving club, and have it lodged with the Secretary of 
their Area Board by midnight of the 31st of October of the current season. 

4.4 Once a player has been registered with Basketball Ireland and has been 
issued with a BIPIN the player is considered to be a member of the club 
he/she has been registered with for transfer purposes.  All players, irrespective 
of age, must be registered with Basketball Ireland. 

4.5 A player is deemed to be an inactive player if he/she has not been registered 
with Basketball Ireland as a player for a minimum of one (1) season.  They 
shall be required to complete a transfer form to be signed by the Area Board 
where they were last registered.  They shall not be required to have their 
previous club sign the form.  The transfer shall not count towards a clubs 
maximum incoming number from another club (Rule 4.10). 

4.6  No transfer shall be signed by the assigned representative of the Area Board 
without all sections of the transfer form being fully completed.  The BIPIN 
must be included on all forms if the player has previously been registered with 
Basketball Ireland. 

4.7 U11 players who have not played in a competitive league need to submit a 
transfer form in the normal manner.  However, once the relevant Area Board 
confirms that the player had not played in a competitive league, the Area 
Board are permitted to approve these transfers. 

4.8 When a player transfers form one geographical area to another, the secretary 
of the outgoing Area Board, when the transfer has been completed, shall send 
a copy of the transfer form to the secretary of the incoming Area Board. 

4.9 A player shall only be permitted to transfer once in a playing season. 

4.10 A club can only accept a maximum of 3 incoming senior players and 3 
incoming underage players from any one club in a season.  If a club caters for 
both genders, they can accept a maximum of 3 incoming transfers for each 
gender.  At underage, clubs are only permitted to transfer 2 players into any 
one team.  If an underage, transferred player plays on 2 teams in their new 
club, this counts as a transfer into both of those respective teams.  If an 
underage, transferred player is to be registered to also play with a senior team 
that transfer will count toward the senior transfer limit.  (An underage player is 
deemed to be a player from U12 to U18, a senior player is deemed to be a 
player that is over the age of 18.) 
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   This does not include National League transfers to Super League or National 
League Division 1, both men’s and women’s: 
4.10.1 where an U20 player wishes to transfer and play Super League or 

National League Division 1 and play National Cup, any other NABC 
competition or any Area Board competition, they will be classed as an 
Area Board transfer and count as one of the 3 incoming players. 

4.10.2 an U20 player transferring to play Super League or National League 
Division 1 only will count as a National League transfer. 

4.11  Where a club cannot facilitate a team within their natural age group, Rule 4.10 
above shall apply. 

4.12 Where a club becomes defunct, all players become free to transfer to a club 
of their choice and are not subject to the Rule 4.10 above.  The transfer form 
must be completed with the TRANSFERRING CLUB AUTHORISATION section 
crossed CLUB DEFUNCT. 

4.13 Where a club does not offer senior teams, i.e. only caters for players up to U18 
level, players wishing to play senior basketball with another club are not 
restricted to transfer Rule 4.10 above and are free to transfer to a club of their 
choice.  This rule only applies to players moving from U18 to Senior. 

4.14 When transfers are fully completed the assigned representative of the Area 
board shall forward the forms to Basketball Ireland as per Rule 10 E of 
Basketball Ireland, Regulations & Bye Laws. 

4.15 Where a transfer does not come under the above rules, the secretary of the 
Area Board whom jurisdiction for the transfer falls under shall submit the 
transfer to the National Area Boards Committee (NABC) for their decision. 

4.16 Where an Area Board refuses a players transfer within the rules above or for 
any other reason the player shall have the right of appeal to the National Area 
Board Committee (NABC).  In order for the appeal to be valid it must be 
received in writing by the NABC (nabc@ireland.basketball) within 14 days of 
notification of the decision of their Area Board and must be accompanied by a 
deposit of €300.00.  This deposit shall be refunded if the appeal is upheld. 

4.17 When the National Area Boards Committee (NABC) receives an appeal under 
Rule 4.16 above, the NABC will inform the players Area Board of the receipt of 
the appeal and set the date for the hearing which shall take place at the next 
scheduled meeting of the NABC and/or within twenty-eight (28) days of the 
receipt of the appeal.  All parties to the appeal shall be entitled to be 
represented at the hearing. 

4.18 The National Area Boards Committee shall have the right to exercise its 
judgment in the interpretation of the above rules. 

 
Adopted by the NABC on 21 June 2025 
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5. Fixtures 
 

5.1 Fixture Scheduling 

5.1.1 All league competition fixtures shall be arranged prior to the start of 
each season as designated by the League Convenors.  

5.1.2 Fixtures arranged by the League Convenor have priority over all other 
fixtures, except at the discretion of the Board. 

5.1.3 Confirmation of all fixtures should be sent to the League Convenors 
within 14 days of receiving the initial dates. 

5.1.4 Failure to confirm fixtures to the League Convenors will result in the 
League Convenor setting them as necessary. 

5.1.5 It is the intention of the Board that all league and cup fixtures take 
place on the scheduled date.  When setting fixtures clubs must take 
account of all factors which will affect fixture scheduling, eg. school 
and public holidays, school examinations, religious obligations, 
international player obligations, National League fixtures, etc.  Clubs 
should refer to the Basketball Ireland calendar. 

5.1.6 All league fixtures are played on a home and away basis.  Teams may 
concede home advantage in order to complete a fixture.  No ‘double 
header’ fixtures are permitted whereby the points for two league 
fixtures are decided during a single game. 

5.1.7 It is recommended that senior league games should not be scheduled 
on a Saturday or Sunday. 

5.1.8 For evening matches the earliest start time should be 6:45pm and the 
latest start time 9:00pm, unless agreed by the two teams. 

5.1.9 If requested through the League Convenor, teams must offer a later 
start time when the opposition is based more than 30 miles away. 

5.1.10 Junior games involving any team who has to travel for more than 30 
minutes should not be scheduled on a weeknight, excluding Fridays, 
unless agreed by the two teams. 

5.1.11 The home team must confirm the fixture 7 days in advance with the 
opposition. 

5.1.12 Clubs should schedule fixtures to ensure 50% of their games are 
completed before the Christmas break. 

5.2 Fixture Cancellation 

5.2.1 Teams may request a change of time or venue in the 72 hours prior to 
the game only in exceptional circumstances, for example: 

• Sudden unavailability of home court 
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• Bereavement 

• Extreme weather conditions 

• Major traffic disruption or civil unrest 

In this event, the affected team must give immediate notice by phone 
or text to the opposition, Referees’ Appointments Officer, and the 
League Convenor.  Supporting documentation must be forwarded to 
the League Convenor who will assist the teams in re-scheduling the 
fixture as per rule 4.2.2.  If however, the problem could have been 
avoided or advance notice given the responsible team will be liable for 
all costs incurred and the opposition will be entitled to request a 
walkover. 

5.3 Fixture Re-scheduling 

5.3.1 Whilst teams will have made every effort when scheduling fixtures to 
anticipate any restrictions, it is accepted that some fixtures will have to be re-
scheduled or cancelled due to unforeseen circumstances outside the control 
of a club. 

5.3.1.1 In the event of a team not being able to fulfil a league or cup fixture, 
the two teams should try to agree a date mutually.  The new date 
must be agreed and communicated and updated on the approved 
BNI fixture system within two weeks of the original scheduled date. 

5.3.1.2 Only if this new date cannot be agreed, the available team from the 
original fixture should propose two dates where the opposition does 
not have another BNI league or cup fixture.  If not agreed at this 
stage, the team requesting the re-scheduling will be asked to 
concede a walkover.  For fixtures scheduled on the system(s) after 
31 January, the available team from the original fixture need only 
propose one date. 

5.3.1.3 All correspondence must come through the respective League 
Convenor and the Competitions Chairperson. 

 
6. League Competition Rules 

 
6.1 League winners will be decided by a straight aggregate of points in the 

competitions of the regular season.  When two or more teams finish with the 
same number of points in the league standings, FIBA classification rules will 
be used to determine the final placing in the standings. 
FIBA Classification Rules: 
If two or more teams have the same win-loss record of all games in the group, 
the game(s) between these two or more teams shall decide on the 
classification.  If these two or more teams have the same win-loss record of 
the games between them, further criteria shall be used in the following order: 
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a)  Higher game points difference of the games between them. 
b)  Higher number of game points scored in the games between them. 
c)  Higher game points difference of all games in the group. 
d)  Higher number of game points scored in all games in the group. 
e)  If still tied a play-off will take place. 

6.2 In the unlikely event of a playoff being required to determine the league 
winner, this will be a neutral venue and funded by BNI. 

6.3 The composition of the leagues will be decided by the League and 
Competitions Committee.  Requests to join a particular league or division 
must be received by 31 August.  When establishing the leagues at the start of 
the season the objective is to give all teams an approximately equal number of 
competitive games, and thus it is likely that not all requests will be 
accommodated. 

6.4 There is no automatic promotion or relegation to or from different divisions, 
however league standings in the previous season is an obvious criterion to be 
considered by the League and Competitions Committee when establishing 
the leagues at the start of the season. 

6.5 Ideally a minimum of six teams must be registered for a league.  A lower 
division league will only take place if there are sufficient teams in the higher 
division.  If six or fewer teams register for a league, the format may be adjusted 
by the League and Competitions Committee, in consultation with the clubs, to 
increase the number of games. 

6.6 Any team which concedes a walkover (ie. game wasn’t played) in more than 
one game is automatically debarred from being declared the official winner of 
their league.  Any team which concedes a walkover in three or more games 
will be expelled from the league, and future participation will be reviewed. 

6.7 If a team withdraws or is expelled from the league, then all games in which the 
team participated in prior to the withdrawal or expulsion will be declared void 
and will not be included in the league table. 

6.8 If a team fails to fulfil an away league fixture, they will forfeit the home 
advantage in their next home fixture against the same opponent.  This will be 
carried forward to the next season, if necessary, for the age group. 

6.9 League points will be awarded as follows:  

6.9.1 Game Played: 
Winning Team:  3 Points, Losing Team: 1 Point 

6.9.2 Walkover (game was not played): 
Team Available:  3 Points, Defaulting Team: 0 Points 

6.9.3 Forfeit (game was played): 
3 points to the team receiving the forfeit, 0 points to the team forfeiting 
the game 

Rule 15.6 applies for U12 and U14 competitions. 
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6.10 All games must start on time.  If one team is not on court ready to play 15 
minutes after the appointed time, (other than in exceptional circumstances) a 
walkover will automatically be awarded to the team ready on court.  At the 
discretion of the home team this time may be extended. 

6.11 The League and Competitions Committee may appoint an observer at any 
league or cup/playoff game.  Prior warning of such an appointment is not 
necessary.  Should it make such an appointment, the observer shall report to 
the League Convenor on venues, changing facilities, court, equipment, dress, 
conduct and performance of teams, officials and spectators. 
 

6.12 Coaches with juniors in their teams must be qualified, registered, have 
attended a child safeguarding course and have an up-to-date AccessNI 
clearance, confirmed by their club Safeguarding Officer or Secretary. 

 
7. League Playoffs and Senior Cup Rules 

 
7.1 For the senior leagues, the League Convenors will organise a cup competition 

for each division, eg. Cup, Plate and Bowl for the respective divisions.  This will 
be done via a live draw in a standard knockout format. 

7.2 A play-by date will be assigned to each round of the senior cup competitions. 

7.3 In all leagues more than six teams, the top four teams in each league will 
qualify for the BNI League Playoffs with 1st vs 4th, and 2nd vs 3rd in the semi-
finals with the winners of each game proceeding to the final.  The top two 
teams in each league will have home advantage in the semi-finals.  In leagues 
with less than six teams, the league winners and runners-up will proceed to 
the League Playoff finals. 

7.3.1 In leagues with exactly six teams, all teams, excluding byes, will participate in 
play-off quarterfinals.  This format will be reviewed at the end of the 2025-
2026 season. 

7.4 Play-by dates will be assigned for the semi-finals of the League Playoffs. 

7.5 The League Playoff finals will be held over one weekend (‘Finals Weekend’) 
organised by the League and Competitions Committee.  This weekend is the 
finale of the BNI season, and every team is expected to be available.  It may be 
possible to organise a very limited number of games on the Thursday or Friday 
evenings to accommodate any teams with unavoidable national or 
international commitments. 

7.6 The winning team from each league will be presented with the league trophy 
prior to each playoff final. 

7.7 The playoff trophy will be awarded to the winner of the final.  The MVP for the 
final will be chosen by the two opposition coaches with (if needed) a qualified 
BNI official, assuming no conflict of interest with the latter. 
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7.8 A player is eligible to play in the cup competitions if, and only if, they have 
played in at least one league game for that team before the start date of the 
cup competitions.  (NB - simply being named on the score sheet is not 
enough, they must be recorded as entering the court.)  The penalty for playing 
an ineligible player is a game forfeit. 

7.9 A player is eligible to play in the league playoff tournaments if, and only if, they 
have played in at least one third of league games for that team throughout the 
regular season.  (NB - simply being named on the score sheet is not enough, 
they must be recorded as entering the court.)  The penalty for playing an 
ineligible player is a game forfeit. 

7.10 For an injured player to be considered eligible to play in the cup and playoff 
tournaments, the team must seek permission in writing from the League and 
Competitions Committee. 

7.11 Irrespective of any ‘starred’ status, for senior clubs with a team in more than 
one division, players can only play for one team in the senior cup 
competitions, eg. a player cannot play in the Premier League Cup competition 
and in the Division 1 Plate competition. 

7.12 Teams who concede a walkover in more than one game are not eligible to play 
in Playoff competitions. 

 

8. Venues, Facilities and Uniforms 
 

8.1 BNI facilitates competitions.  It is not responsible for the courts which clubs 
choose to use. It is the responsibility of both team coaches and the referee to 
ensure a facility is safe for all those attending.  If in doubt a game should not 
be played, and a report sent within 48 hours to the League and Competitions 
Committee. 

8.2 All teams must play at an acceptable venue, with proper court markings, a 
safe playing surface and adequate changing/showering facilities.  Court 
dimensions are as stated in FIBA regulations.  Where venues do not currently 
meet this, clubs may refuse to play. 

8.3 Venues may be subject to scrutiny by the League and Competitions 
Committee which may at any time ban the use of any court which it deems to 
be unsuitable. 

8.4 Clubs will have the right to object to playing at any venue they feel is 
inadequate.  A list of proposed venues will be available prior to the season 
starting.  A Club which objects to playing at a particular venue or court on 
safety or other reasonable grounds must notify the Competitions Committee 
before the season starts. 

8.5 Any dispute over a venue will be resolved by the Competitions Committee. 
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8.6 Free entry must be provided for all members of the away team (to a maximum 
of 15) and all match officials.  In cases where leisure centres charge away 
teams, these monies must be refunded by the home club before play 
commences. 

8.7 All Clubs are responsible for the conduct of their players and members.  The 
home team is responsible for taking reasonable precautions to control the 
behaviour of spectators.  However, disciplinary action may be taken against 
either team for the behaviour of its followers. 

8.8 The home team is responsible for appointing a venue officer for each game.  
Spectators may be asked to leave the venue at any time.  The use or 
consumption of alcohol in or around a game venue prior to, during, or after a 
game is strictly prohibited by the Board. 

8.9 Teams are required to wear matching uniforms, which are correctly numbered 
in accordance with current FIBA rules.  Undergarments must be of the same 
single colour as the uniform shorts.  Shorts a different colour to the top are 
acceptable so long as everyone is dressed the same. 

8.10 All teams in senior and junior leagues should have two sets of gear and in the 
event of a clash the home team should change.  New Clubs or existing Clubs 
changing their uniform must avoid colours similar to an existing club.  At 
Junior level, bibs may be used by the Home Team in the event of a clash of 
colours. 

 
9. Game Play Rules 

 
9.1 Except where mentioned, all playing rules are in accordance with those 

currently approved by FIBA. 

9.2 The home team must provide a visible electronic clock, Basketball Ireland 
approved scoresheet (paper or digital), table equipment (pens, directional 
arrow, foul markers, whistle) and the use of an official designated match ball. 

9.3 All senior league and cup games organised by the Board will have duration of 
10 minutes per quarter.  Game durations for junior games are provided in 
Section 14.1. 

9.4 If, for a specific BNI tournament or event, the organisers want shorter games, 
or in the event of less than 90 minutes being available to complete the game, 
the following durations should be applied: 

 

Time Available Duration of Quarters 

90 minutes 10 minutes 

80 minutes 9 minutes 
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70 minutes 8 minutes 

60 minutes 7 minutes 

Less than 45 minutes No game 

 

9.5 It is expected that all games will begin on time.  If for any reason, the start of 
the game is delayed, the referee shall be guided by these regulations in 
deciding the length of the match or whether it shall be postponed.  Under no 
circumstances should any subsequent scheduled games be affected. 

9.6 In the event of a tie at full time and there being no time available to play an 
extra period, an extra period of five minutes shall be played at a later date.  
However, if both teams agree, the full game may be re-played at a later date. 

9.7 The home team will provide at least two table officials, one of whom must be 
qualified.  The away team may provide a table official provided they give 
advance notice of their intention to do so. 

9.8 Apart from substitutes, only the named coach may approach the table and 
only then during breaks or timeouts to avoid causing the table to make errors.  
Under no circumstances may anybody else approach the table during play or 
interfere with their work. 

9.9 The home team is responsible for the correct completion of the scoresheet. 
Scoresheets and scores must be uploaded onto the approved BNI system(s) 
within 72 hours.  Clubs who breach this rule on more than three occasions will 
be advised that further breaches will result in the deduction of 1 league point 
for every further breach. 

9.10 If a match report form is required, the home team will support the referees in 
its completion and will send it to the League Convenor with 7 days. 

9.11 If a match is to be visually recorded, permission of both teams is required in 
advance.  A copy of any recordings is to be supplied, unedited, to BNI and to 
the opposition if requested.  The recording may be used by BNI as it sees fit for 
promotional, training, or disciplinary reasons. 

9.12 If a game has to be abandoned through no fault of either team (eg. medical 
emergency, fire alarm, etc.) the following rules apply: 

• before the end of Quarter 3: the game will be replayed in full on a date 
agreed by the two teams. 

• after the start of the fourth Quarter:  if the score difference is less than 20 
points the game will be replayed on a date agreed by the two teams.  If the 
score difference is greater than or equal to 20 points, the score at the time 
of the game being abandoned will be deemed the final score. 

Only players listed on the original score sheet can play in the replayed game. 
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9.13 In Junior games where a referee expels a team coach from the hall, and no 
assistant coach is named on the scoresheet, and no other club coach is 
available, the match is abandoned and a forfeit is awarded against the team 
whose coach was expelled. 

 
10. Objections to Game Decisions or Outcomes 

 
10.1 In the event of any club involved in a game under the jurisdiction of the BNI 

wishing to dispute the decision of the game, the following procedure shall 
apply: 

10.1.1 The aggrieved club shall sign the score sheet under protest were 
provided on the official score sheet at the end of the game. 

10.1.2 The aggrieved club must notify the League and Competitions 
Committee and the Secretary of the other club involved in the game 
within 7 days of the date of the game with its reasons for objecting.  
This objection must be accompanied by a fee of £130.00, refundable if 
objection is successful.  The referee shall report the protest to the 
Northern Regional Basketball Officials Association (NRBOA) Chair as 
soon as possible. 

10.1.3 The League and Competitions Committee shall consider the objection 
and may request clarification of any points arising either from the 
NRBOA or from any other club or person who may be able to assist the 
League and Competitions Committee. 

10.1.4 The League and Competitions Committee shall notify the Secretary of 
the club in question and the Secretary of the NRBOA and any other 
relevant party of its decision within 14 days of its meeting. 

10.1.5 On receipt of the decision of the League and Competitions Committee, 
any Club may appeal to the Appeals Committee of the Board within 7 
days of receipt by the Club of the decision of the League and 
Competitions Committee.  This appeal must be accompanied by an 
additional cheque for £130, again refundable if successful.  If an oral 
hearing is requested, the request must accompany this appeal. 

10.1.6 Any Club or individual who is affected by any decision of the League 
and Competitions Committee may appeal that decision to the BNI 
Appeals Committee of the Board within 7 days of receipt by them of the 
League and Competitions Committee decision. 
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11. Officials 
 

11.1 All active referees must have an up-to-date AccessNI or Garda vetting 
clearance. 

11.2 Any complaint about an official should be made in writing to the BNI League 
Convenor within seven days.  If warranted, the League Convenor will refer the 
complaint to the Northern Regional Basketball Officials Association (NRBOA).  
The complaint must be accompanied by a fee of £130.00, refundable if the 
complaint is upheld. 

11.3 An official Referee Report is to be sent to the League Convenor and BNI 
Referee Committee chair if any serious incident or issue occurs, including, 
inter alia: 

• any disqualification, or fighting situation 

• a no-show by an official 

• any incident pertaining to the conduct of the game  

• spectator abuse 

• suitability of the court or venue 

11.4 Senior game appointments should only be made by the Referees’ 
Appointments Officer. 

11.5 Every effort will be made by the Referees’ Appointments Officer to have two 
officials at each game, and teams should expect two referees. In the case of a 
single referee being appointed the following criteria should apply: 

• Intro referee may not referee alone in senior games. 

• only a Grade 3 referee with minimum 1 years’ experience or higher 
grade may referee alone, but only with agreement of Referees 
Appointments Officer. 

• under no circumstances shall the registered coach or a registered 
player of a team or coach named on the score sheet officiate on 
behalf of that team. 

11.6 Referees must be paid within 24 hours of the game.  Officials will be given at 
least one weeks’ notice of appointments. 

11.7 Members will be deemed to have received their fixtures if they have not 
contacted the Appointments Officer by the 1st of the month to advise non-
receipt of same.  Any games missed as a result of failure to receive fixtures will 
be dealt with in accordance with NRBOA Non-Attendance Rules and 
Regulations. 

11.8 If a member finds that he/she is unable to fulfil an appointment he/she must 
find a replacement of equal grade, who would normally by appointed to games 
of that standard. 
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11.9 Any change in appointment that involves a member with a lesser grade must 
be sanctioned by the NRBOA Appointments Officer.  The Appointments 
Officer reserves the right to refuse any change in original appointment; in this 
event the referee is responsible for covering the game or finding suitable 
additional cover. 

11.10 All notice of unavailability must be received in writing by the Appointments 
Officer prior to 15th of the previous month. 

11.11 Match Fees and travel expenses will be set by NRBOA Technical Committee 
with approval of BNI Board and will be communicated to all clubs prior to start 
of season. 

11.12 If a game is cancelled: 

11.12.1 Without four hours notification to the referees or neither team turns 
up: full fee claim may be made from BNI through notification to 
League Convenor and NRBOA Secretary. 

11.12.2 Failure to advise the Referees’ Appointments Officer without four 
hours notification will result in a one league point deduction. 

11.12.3 Non-arrival of away team: home team must pay full referees fee at the 
game, inform League Convenor and resolve dispute with offending 
club separately or through BNI Competitions Committee. 

11.12.4 Match abandonment e.g. equipment failure, condensation etc., 
officials’ match fees will be paid in full by home team. 

11.12.5 Non-availability of referees - the NRBOA Appointments Officer will 
notify both teams and the league convenor giving 24 hours’ notice. 

11.13 An official who fails to fulfil an appointment or provide a suitable replacement 
shall be subject to disciplinary action in accordance with the procedures laid 
down in the Rules & Regulations of NRBOA. 

11.14 When an official finds that his/her co-official is not present for a fixture the 
following procedures must be followed: 

• Every effort shall be made to have a replacement found within the 
venue. This official should be a current member of NRBOA. 

• If a replacement official is not found an official with a Grade 3 
award (with a minimum of one season as a Grade 3) or higher must 
officiate the game on his/her own.  Coaches should be informed 
that their teams must play or lose the game by forfeit. 

• Once a replacement has been co-opted to officiate a game, he/she 
cannot be replaced by the original official if they arrive late. 

• The one official present must notify the NRBOA Secretary within 48 
hours of the game taking place. 
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• Where an official fails to appear before half time; that official will 
not be allowed to officiate if he/she arrives during the half time 
interval. 

11.15 The Referees’ Appointments Officer will appoint referees for the BNI Play-Off 
Finals.  All referees should be independent of the teams and players involved.  
Upon appointment, referees must declare any potential conflict of interest 
and ask to be discharged from that game. 

 

12. Disciplinary Action / Appeals / Disputes  
 

12.1 Purpose and Scope 

12.1.1 This interim Code sets out the disciplinary rules and procedures for players, 
coaches, team officials, volunteers, and spectators associated with clubs 
involved in basketball activities governed or sanctioned by Basketball Northern 
Ireland (BNI). 

12.1.2 It aims to ensure that everyone behaves in a way that is respectful, safe, fair, 
and in line with the values of the game and our policies, handbook and 
procedures. 

12.1.3 The Code applies to Club or league-organised events and communications 
(including online conduct). 

 

12.2 Definitions 

• Participant:  Any player, coach, official, volunteer, parent/carer, or 
affiliated individual. 

• Misconduct:  Any behaviour that violates the relevant BNI rules and 
policies. 

• Complainant:  The person making a disciplinary complaint. 
• Respondent:  The person alleged to have committed Misconduct. 
• Competitions Committee Secretary:  The individual appointed to oversee 

complaints and coordinate disciplinary matters via 
complaints@basketballni.com and appeals@basketballni.com only. 

• Panel:  A small group (1–3 people) appointed to consider a case and make 
decisions at Pathway 2 and at appeal via Pathway 3. 

• Appeal Panel:  An independent panel convened to hear de novo (rehearing) 
appeals. 

 

 

mailto:complaints@basketballni.com
mailto:appeals@basketballni.com
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12.3 Examples of Misconduct 

Misconduct includes, but is not limited to: 

• Violent or aggressive behaviour (on or off court); 
• Verbal abuse or threatening language towards officials, players, or 

spectators; 
• Discriminatory or hateful language; 
• Bullying or harassment; 
• Repeated dissent or abuse of officials; 
• Deliberate dangerous play; 
• Damage to property or equipment; 
• Bringing the game into disrepute; 
• Any breach of BNI safeguarding, welfare or anti-doping policies. 

 

12.4 How to Report a Complaint 

12.4.1 All Complaints should be made in writing to the Competitions Committee 
at complaints@basketballni.com within 7 days of the incident.  All 
correspondence must copy in the emails competitions@basketballni.com and 
secretary@basketballni.com. 

12.4.2 Complaints must include: 

• Name of the Complainant; 
• Name(s) of the individual(s) involved; 
• Summary of what happened (including dates and times); 
• Any evidence (e.g. photos, messages, video, witness names). 

12.4.3 Safeguarding concerns must be referred immediately to the BNI 
Safeguarding Officer at safeguarding@basketballni.com.  

 

12.5 What Happens Next? 

12.5.1 Initial Review 

The Competitions Committee will: 

• Acknowledge the complaint; 
• Review it within 14 days; 
• Decide whether to: 

o take no further action; 
o give an informal warning; 
o follow Pathway 1  

mailto:complaints@basketballni.com
mailto:competitions@basketballni.com
mailto:secretary@basketballni.com
mailto:safeguarding@basketballni.com
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o refer it to a Board Sub Committee Disciplinary Panel via Pathway 2. 

12.5.2 Provisional Suspension 

If the complaint involves violence, threats, or safeguarding risks, the Respondent 
may be suspended temporarily from games or training. 

 

12.6 Responding to a Complaint 

12.6.1 If referred to a Panel via Pathway 2, the Respondent will receive a Notice of 
Charge, including: 

• The allegation(s); 
• Summary of evidence; 
• Deadline to respond (7 days). 

12.6.2 The Respondent may: 

• Admit or deny the allegation; 
• Provide a written statement; 
• Submit their own evidence (eg. messages, witness names); 
• Be supported by a representative (non-legal, unless agreed otherwise). 

12.6.3 If further correspondence is needed from either party this will be 
communicated to the parties, that communication will give a deadline, or if 
that is not included this must be replied to within 7 days. 

12.6.4 It will be a breach and a sanctionable offence not to engage in the process.  
This also applies to paid referees. 

 

12.7 Evidence at First Instance – Pathway 2 

12.7.1 Evidence may include: 

• written statements from players, coaches, referees or witnesses; 
• video footage (if available); 
• relevant messages, emails or social media posts. 

12.7.2 The Competitions Committee will produce a hearing bundle to include all of 
the documents and evidence cited above.  This will be shared between the 
parties at least 48 hours before the hearing. 

12.7.3 All referees must produce a match report and make themselves available 
for the hearing as the independent expert. 
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12.8 Disciplinary Panel Hearing – Pathway 2 

12.8.1 A Disciplinary Panel (1-3 people) will review the case.  Panel members 
should be impartial and not directly involved in the incident.  Panel members 
may include, but not limited to, a BNI Board representative, outside legal Panel 
Members and members of Competitions Committee (non conflicted). 

12.8.2 The hearing may be held: 

• in person; 
• over video call; 
• in writing (only for minor cases or where both parties agree). 

12.8.3 The Respondent and Complainant may present their case and evidence. 

12.8.4 The Panel may ask questions and seek clarification. 

 

12.9 Sanctions 

12.9.1 If the case is proven (on the balance of probabilities), sanctions will be sent 
out in writing as per BNI policies and guidance’s in place. 

12.9.2 The Panel will consider: 

• severity of the incident; 
• age and experience of the Participant; 
• previous conduct; 
• level of intent and remorse; 
• impact on others. 

 

12.10 Appeal Process 

12.10.1 A Respondent may ‘appeal’ within 7 days of receiving the decision on 
grounds of: 

• new evidence not previously available; 
• a serious procedural error; 
• a disproportionate sanction. 

12.10.2 Appeals must be submitted in writing to appeals@basketballni.com and 
Appeals Pathway starts.  All correspondence must copy in emails 
competitions@basketballni.com and secretary@basketballni.com. 

mailto:appeals@basketballni.com
mailto:competitions@basketballni.com.
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12.10.3 An Appeal Panel (different from the original Panel) will review the case, 
usually but not limited to, NABC Representative, Board Member and outside 
legal panel. 

12.10.4 The Appeal may be decided: 

• based on written submissions (only if agreed between the parties); 
• all hearings will be new de novo hearing (rehearing); 
• the outcome will confirm, change, or overturning the original outcome. 

12.10.5 The Appeal Panel’s decision is final where the matter is BNI only. 

12.10.6 If an Appeal to Basketball Ireland (BI) is available, that process starts and 
BNI’s involvement ends. 

12.10.7 It is the responsibility of the Appellant to insure they comply with the BI 
Appeal rules hereafter. 

 

12.11 Confidentiality and Records 

12.11.1 All disciplinary matters will be handled sensitively and confidentially by 
everyone involved in the process. 

12.11.2 Records will be kept securely for at least 3 years from date of incident, as a 
Lex Sportiva database of jurisprudence. 

12.11.3 Serious incidents may be shared with relevant safeguarding / statutory 
bodies. 

 

12.12 Review and Amendments 

12.12.1 This Code will be reviewed and may be updated by the BNI Board as they 
deem appropriate. 

12.12.2 Only substantial changes will be communicated to all BNI members. 
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Contact Information 

Complaints Pathway 1 and 2:  complaints@basketballni.com 
Appeals Pathway 3:  appeals@basketballni.com 
 
All emails must copy competitions@basketballni.com and 
secretary@basketballni.com  
 

 

 

BNI Complaints & Appeals Procedure 

 

Version:1.0 

 

Date of Approval: 13 October 2025 

 

  

mailto:complaints@basketballni.com
mailto:appeals@basketballni.com
mailto:competitions@basketballni.com
mailto:secretary@basketballni.com
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 PATHWAY 1 PATHWAY 2 PATHWAY 3 
 
 
 

 

  
BNI COMPLAINT 

COMPLAINT ASSESSED 
BY COMPETITIONS 

COMMITEE 

COMPLAINT DEEMED 
MANAGEABLE BY 

COMMITTEE 

COMMITTEE 
RESPONDS 

APPROPRIATELY 

COMPLAINT DEEMED 
OUTSIDE OF 

COMPETITION REMIT 

COMPLAINT ASSESSED by 
Sub Committee lead by 
BNI Rep, outside Panel 

Members & members of 
Competitions Committee 

non conflicted 

CONFIRMATION OF 
COMPLAINT 

RESPONSE FROM 
CLUB 

IF APPEALED 
FOLLOWS APPEALS 

PROCEDURE 

COMPLAINT 

CLOSED 

COMPLAINT  
Sub Committee GATHERS 
EVIDENCE & INVESTIGATE 
APPROPRIATE COMPLAINT 

COMPLAINT HEARING 
by Sub Committee 

COMPLAINT JUDGEMENT 
Sub Committee Judgement 
/ Outcome Communicated 

APPEAL PROCESS 
OUTSIDE OF 

COMPETITION REMIT 

APPEAL ASSESSED by 
Sub-Committee lead by 

NABC BNI Rep and 
Outside Counsel 

APPEAL 
Sub Committee GATHERS 
EVIDENCE & INVESTIGATE 
APPROPRIATE COMPLAINT 

APPEAL HEARING 
by Sub Committee 

APPEAL JUDGEMENT 
 Sub Committee Judgement 
/ Outcome Communicated 

To BI if applicable /  
BNI involvement over 

BNI APPEAL 
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13. Suspensions and Disqualifications 
 

13.1 Penalty Points 

13.1.1 The League and Competitions Committee will administer a penalty 
points system to discourage poor behaviour by coaches or players.  
This will be based on more serious fouls blown by referees and match 
reports and score sheets shall be used to assess the points per 
season. 

• Fighting: 7 points (immediate 2 game suspension) 

• Disqualifying foul: 4 points (immediate 1 game suspension) 

• Unsportsmanlike foul: 1 point 

• Technical foul: 1 point 

• Game disqualification (following 2 technical fouls, 2 
unsportsmanlike fouls, or 1 technical and 1 unsportsmanlike): 2 
penalty points. 

13.1.2 Penalty points will not be recorded on the BNI approved fixture system. 
The League and Competitions Committee will keep an offline record. 

13.1.3 If a player or coach accumulates 4 points in a season they will 
automatically be suspended for one game.  If it reaches 7 points, then 
there will be a second suspension for a further match. If more than 7 
points are accumulated, the Disciplinary Panel will automatically 
review that player's eligibility to play for the rest of the season and may 
issue bans for a fixed number of games up to and including suspension 
for the rest of the season.  If necessary, such suspended games will 
carry forward into the cup/playoff competition or into the next season. 

13.2 Any suspensions apply across all games under BNI jurisdiction. 

13.2.1 Penalty points charged in junior and senior games will be accumulated 
separately.  In the event that a player or coach participates in junior and 
senior competitions, the player or coach cannot participate in any 
junior match that happens before their senior suspension is completed 
or vice versa.  Any exception to this must expressly approved in writing 
by the Competitions Committee and will only be on exceptional 
grounds. 
 

13.2.2 In senior competitions, if a player has played (noted on the scoresheet 
as entering the court) for more than one team in different divisions, any 
penalty points will be accumulated irrespective of the division in which 
the penalties were recorded.  Any subsequent suspension will apply to 
the next game of the team for which the player has played the most 
minutes. 
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13.2.3 For junior players, if a player has played (noted on the scoresheet as 
entering the court) for two age groups, any penalty points will be 
accumulated irrespective of the age group in which the penalties were 
recorded.  Any subsequent suspension will apply to the next game of 
the team for which the player has played the most minutes. 

 
13.3 Any disqualification will automatically be reported to the League and 

Competitions Committee and League Convenor by the referee who may take 
further action against the player or coach concerned if they feel it is merited.  
The match officials must submit a written report in such circumstances to the 
League Convenor.  The clubs and individuals concerned may also submit 
written reports if they so wish.  All reports must be received within seven days 
after which a Disciplinary Panel can be convened, and notification given to all 
parties concerned. 

13.4 A player, coach or team follower suspended from a game shall not be present 
at the court, changing facilities or any area normally occupied by spectators 
from 20 minutes prior to the start of the game until 30 minutes after the expiry 
of playing time. 

13.5 In the event of officials becoming aware that a suspended or banned person is 
attempting to participate or spectate, the officials will inform the relevant 
venue officer or suitable official that the person must leave the venue.  Failure 
to comply will result in the game being abandoned.  If the status of the 
participant is queried and cannot be resolved before tip-off, the officials will 
permit their participation subject to later scrutiny by the League and 
Competitions Committee.  Any such incident must be reported. If the person 
in question is subsequently found to be in breach of any sanctions, further 
disciplinary action will be initiated. 
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14. BNI Underage Rules 
 

14.1 Summary Table  

 Under 18 Under 16 Under 14 Under 12 
Age Limits (2025-
2026) 

Born 2008 or later Born 2010 or later Born 2012 or later Born 2014 or later 

Team Numbers 

A maximum of 12 players can play 
on a team in any game. Teams 
must field at least 5 players. 

A maximum of 12 players can play 
on a team in any game. Teams 
must field at least 5 players. 

A maximum of 12 players can play 
on a team in any game. The 
minimum number of players is 10. 

No maximum to the number of 
players who can play on a team. 
The minimum number of players is 
10. 

If teams have more than 12 players, agreement should be sought between coaches to play more than 12. 

Passarelle Rules 
Any five players can play at any 
time. No restrictions. 

Any five players can play at any 
time. No restrictions. 

All players must play a minimum 
of one full continuous quarter and 
in a maximum of three quarters. 
Five players play in the first 
quarter, a different five play in the 
second. Any additional players 
must play one full continuous 
quarter in the second half. 

All players must play a minimum 
of one full continuous quarter and 
in a maximum of three quarters. 
Five players play in the first 
quarter, a different five play in the 
second. Any additional players 
must play one full continuous 
quarter in the second half. 

Any 5 players can play in overtime 

Game Duration 
4 x 10 minute quarters 
Overtime: 5 minutes 

4 x 8 minute quarters 
Overtime: 4 minutes 

4 x 7 minute quarters 
Overtime: 3 minutes 

4 x 6 minute quarters 
Overtime: 3 minutes 

Defence No restrictions 
Zone defence is only allowed in 
the 'A' division. Zone defence is not allowed Zone defence is not allowed 

Full Court Press 
Teams can press from the start of 
the game 

Teams can press from the start of 
the game, except in Development 
Leagues where U14 rules apply. 

Teams can press from the start of 
the game, except for U14 
development leagues where U12 
rules applies. 

Teams can only press in the 4th 
Quarter.  

Teams cannot press if they are winning by 15 points or more. 

Basket Height 10.0ft (305cm) 10.0ft (305cm) 10.0ft (305cm) 10.0ft (305cm) 

Ball Size Girls: Size 6, Boys: Size 7 Girls: Size 6, Boys: Size 7 Size 6 Size 5 
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15. Further Clarification on Underage Rules 

 
15.1 Competition 

U12 to U14 are competitive leagues but the emphasis is still on participation 
of a minimum of 10 players in the game and on the technical development of 
the players, so rotations are applicable.  In terms of fair play, the scoreboard 
for U12 to U14 games should not show a score difference of greater than 20. 
 
Player rotation (Passarelle Rules) will apply to U12 and U14 competitions: 

• All players must play a minimum of one full continuous quarter and in a 
maximum of three quarters.  Five players play in the first quarter, a 
different five play in the second.  Any additional players must play one 
full continuous quarter in the second half. 

• If a player is injured, disqualified or has committed five fouls in the first 
half, then the opposing coach may choose, if they so wish, a 
replacement player from the reserves (No. 11 and 12).  If the team has 
only 10 players, then the replacement must come from the substitutes.  
The time played by the substitute must be recorded and subtracted from 
the time they are allowed to play in the second half of the match.  The 
substitute player must still not play in all four quarters. 

• Any five players may play in overtime. 

15.2 Age Limit 

As per FIBA age limits, all players must be under the age on or after 1st January 
of the current season.  To establish the date of birth corresponding to the age 
limit for an age group, the following procedure is used: 

the age of the player must be subtracted from the year in which a 
competition takes place with the understanding that this year begins on 1st 
January, eg. the age limit for U18 in a competition in 2025/2026 is 2026 
minus 18 = 2008, so any player born on the 1 January 2008 or later will be 
entitled to participate in a competition for U18 in 2025/2026 season. 

15.3 Year Groups and ‘Playing Up’ 

A player may only play a maximum of two grades within her/his age band 
within their own Area Board competition in any one season, eg. a player can 
play U12 and U14.  She/He cannot play U12, U14 and U16.  No U15 player can 
take part in the BI U18 National Cup.  No U16 player can take part in Senior 
National Competition. 
 

15.4 Basket Height 

It is recommended that 8.5ft baskets are used up to U12.  However, it is 
understood that this is not feasible in all venues and it is acceptable that 10ft 
baskets are used.  In the use of 10ft baskets up to and including U12, the free 
throw line should be marked 2ft closer to the basket. 
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15.5 Defence 

To assist the proper technical development of young players, ZONE defence is 
not allowed up to and including U14 competition, and in U16 Development 
competition.  Following the basic man-to-man principles, each defensive 
player is responsible for an offensive player. 
 
The Defensive 3 second rule applies to all age groups: 

A defensive 3 second violation, also known as illegal defence, is assessed 
when a member of the defending team spends more than 3 seconds in 
the free throw lane (also called the key or the paint) while not actively 
guarding an opponent.  To be considered actively guarding, a defender 
must be within arm’s length of an opponent and in a guarding position.  A 
violation will not be called if: 

•  A player is in the act of shooting 

•  There is a loss of team control 

•  The defender is actively guarding an opponent 

•  The defender clears the painted area 

•  It is imminent that the defender will become legal 

In addition, a player guarding an opponent with the ball may be in the paint 
without actively guarding the opponent. 

The team committing a defensive 3 second violation is assessed a team 
technical foul.  The offense receives 1 free throw and retains possession 
of the ball. 

The offending team should be warned on the first incidence and the 
penalty for non – compliance after the warning is a technical foul awarded 
to the offending coach.  The technical foul should be recorded as a “B” 
bench technical foul rather than a “C” coach technical foul. 

15.6 Number of Players 

The minimum number of players up to and including U14 competition is 10 
players.  In the event of a team having less than 10 players by the start of the 
second quarter, the team will lose the game by forfeit (20 – 0) and be awarded 
1 point at the start of the game.  The other team shall be awarded three points 
regardless of the final score in the game. 

Where two teams have less than 10 players the game is played, and each 
team is awarded 1 point. 

At U16 and U18 teams must field at least 5 players. 

At U12 competitions, there is no maximum to the number of players who can 
play.  At U14 and above, the maximum number of players is 12.  If teams have 
more than 12 players, agreement should be sought between coaches to play 
more than 12. 
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15.7 Defensive Press 

U12’s can only press in the 4th Quarter.  Teams must retreat to the backcourt 
after a score or a dead ball in the first three quarters. 

U14’s can press for the start of the game, except for U14 development leagues 
where the U12 rule applies. 

Teams cannot press if they are winning by 15 points or more. 

At U16 and U18, teams can press at any stage except for U16 and U18 
development leagues where no defensive press is permitted if a team is 
winning by 15 points or more. 

15.8 Players 

A player may only play for one team in their club within each age group.  If a 
Club has teams in two or more divisions of the same BNI league the following 
rules apply: 

15.8.1 A player playing with a team in the higher division cannot play in a lower 
division. 

15.8.2 A player playing with a team in a lower division can play for their team 
in a higher division, but they cannot return to the lower division team 
after having played for the higher division team. 

15.8.3 Where a Club has two teams in the same division, players cannot move 
between teams. 

15.9 Miscellaneous 

•  Backcourt Rule applies, 3, 5, 8 and 24 second rules apply; 

•  Time Outs:  FIBA Rules Apply; 

•  Scoring:  No 3 pointers recorded up to and including U12 level.  From 
U14 upwards FIBA Rules apply; 

•  Fouls:  FIBA Rules Apply; 

•  Basketball Size: 

U12 Size 5 

U14 Size 6 

U16 Onwards: Girls - Size 6, Boys - Size 7 

15.10 Coaching Qualifications 

All Coaches coaching at Under 14 and Under 12 (and younger) must hold a 
minimum of an Intro Coaching Qualification.  No person will be permitted to 
coach a team at these age groups unless they have this minimum 
qualification.  All coaches coaching at Under 16 – Under 18 must hold a Level 
1 Coaching Qualification. 

 



 

 42 

 

15.11 MVP 

Each Club will nominate an All-Star from each registered junior team at the 
end of the season. 
 

15.12 League Positions 

The top team of each division in each league will receive the BNI league title.  
League position will be determined using the FIBA classification, as detailed in 
rule 5.1 of the BNI General League and Competition Rules. 
 

15.13 All Ireland Club Championships (AICCs) 

The winners and runners-up of the U14 and U16 ‘A’ leagues will represent BNI 
in the AICCs, provided the club is geographically located within the Board’s 
boundary.  If a team from outside the geographical area is a winner or runner-
up, the third placed team will proceed to the AICCs. 

 

 


